
___ Skyline Trail
Friday, May 20, 2005 9:00pm ❙ LIFE GO-SEE-DO

What: A beautiful early spring hike that unveils Mount Rainier as the snow starts to
melt from the surrounding area. Majestic views of the mountain can be seen at the high
point atop Panorama Point as well as the Nisqually Glacier.

Where: Go south on I-5 to Highway 512 (exit 127). Drive east on Highway 512 to
Highway 7, then south to Highway 706 in Elbe. Drive east through Ashford to the
Nisqually entrance of Mount Rainier National Park, then on to Longmire and Paradise.

Length: 4 miles round trip

Di�culty: Moderate, some snow hiking.

Beginning elevation: 5,400 feet

Highest elevation: 6,800 feet

Maps: Green Trails: Mount Rainier East No. 270 USGS Quad: Mount Rainier East

Notes: Now is a great time to head down to Mount Rainier to catch it in the “early
season” before all the crowds come and trample their way up the trails. As you pull into
the parking lot at Paradise, you can get a direct look at the awesome volcanic beauty
known to the local Indians as “Tahoma.” Standing at 14,411 feet, its sheer power and
elegance speaks for itself. This hike is a nice introduction to the most popular side of
the mountain known for its beauty.

Starting from the parking lot, head up the paved trail as it turns into snow and then
pavement again. The rangers have used wands and �ags to mark the trail to save the
vegetation from being trampled in certain areas that have already melted. This will also
keep you on the right trail as you head directly up the mountain. Within a few minutes
you will be in an open meadow with views of the Nisqually Glacier to your left and the
mountain straight ahead. Keep on the path and follow just about anyone else heading
up since it will be the same destination for most, if not further. You will also see many
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climbers making their way up the trails with packs, attempting to make their way to the
summit over the course of two to four days. Once below Panorama Point, follow the
trail around to the left and then up the switchbacks to the top at 6,800 feet. On a clear
day, you can see all the way to Mount Hood in Oregon, so try to plan according to the
weather. If you wish to get a more strenuous workout, stay on the trail and follow it up
toward Pebble Creek another mile. Camp Muir is another 1.5 miles from here for
experienced hikers and climbers. Don’t underestimate the altitude, and bring the right
gear if you wish to travel further. For more information on traveling to Camp Muir, call
the Jackson Visitor Center at the number below.

More information: Jackson Visitor Center at Paradise 360-569-6036 or
www.nps.gov/mora

Permits: A $10 per vehicle fee to enter the park, or an appropriate national parks pass.

Scott Harder is owner of Quest Alb Mountaineering, www.questalb.com.

Talk to us

You can tell us about news and ask us about our journalism by emailing
newstips@heraldnet.com or by calling 425-339-3428.
If you have an opinion you wish to share for publication, send a letter to
the editor to letters@heraldnet.com or by regular mail to The Daily
Herald, Letters, P.O. Box 930, Everett, WA 98206.
More contact information is here.
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